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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) An applicator for applying a 
substance to nails, comprising: 

a rod having an end portion including a housing and an 
opening to said housing formed therein, said housing and said 
opening having an elongated transverse cross-section with a long 
axi s , said housing having a plurality of corners in said 
transverse cross-section, said rod including a wall around said 
housing that varies in thickness in said transverse cross- 
section, a minimum distance between one of said corners and an 
outside surface of said wall defining a first wall thickness, 
and a distance along said long axis between a longitudinal end 
of said housing and said outside surface of said wall defining a 
second wall thickness greater than said first wall thickness, 
said rod having formed therein only one groove or only two 
grooves situated opposite each other, oaid — tranovcrac — crooa 
occt ion — at — oaid — end — portion — e£ — said — rod — having — a — convex — outer 
contour — except — at — fehe — location — e£ — oaid — only — eae — groove — e^? — said 
only — fewe — grooves , — said only one groove or said only two grooves 
extending along at least a portion of said rod and being 
situated substantially mid-way along said long axis; and 

bristles fixed in said housing and having a portion 
proj ecting therefrom. 

2 . (canceled) 

3. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said only two grooves are symmetrical about a 
mid-plane parallel to said long axis. 

4. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said only two grooves have different shapes. 

5. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said opening of said housing has a 
substantially rectangular cross -sect ion . 
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6. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said rod has a first side and a second side 
opposite said first side, said only one groove being formed in 
said first side, and in cross-section, said end portion of said 
rod further comprises two opposite convex sides, each of said 
two opposite convex sides connecting said first side to said 
second side. 

7. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said housing extends from said opening to a 
closed end, and tapers progressively outwardly from said closed 
end towards said opening. 

8. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said housing extends from said opening to a closed 
end, said closed end including a recess in which said bristles 
are fixed, and wherein said housing flares out from said closed 
end towards said opening. 

9. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said portion of said bristles which projects from 
said housing has a length between about 5 mm and 2 0 mm. 

10. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said bristles comprise free ends that substantially 
describe an arc of a circle having a radius of curvature between 
about 2 mm and 15 mm. 

11. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 1, wherein said bristles comprise free ends that 
substantially describe an arc of a circle having a radius of 
curvature between about 4 mm and 10 mm. 

12. (original) An applicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the width of said opening of said housing, measured 
perpendicularly to said long axis, is not greater than about 
2 mm . 
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13. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said rod includes a portion intended to be immersed 
in a substance contained in a receptacle, said portion having a 
maximum width of not greater than 5 mm. 

14. (currently amended) An applicator according to claim 1, 

wherein said wall has a f irot thickness measured at a 

longitudinal end e£ oaid transverse croao section e£ said 

houoing and a second third wall thickness measured mid-way along 
said transverse — cross — section — e£ — oaid — housing long axis , said 
firot second wall thickness being less than said occond third^ wall 
thickness . 

15. (currently amended) An applicator according to claim 1, 

wherein said — wall around said — housing — ha-s a minimum wall 

thickness of said rod is said first wall thickness adj acent — fc-e 

longitudinal ends e£ said — transverse cross section — e€ said 

housing . 

16. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said rod is adapted to be affixed to a closure cap of 
a receptacle. 

17. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, further including a closure cap for a receptacle, wherein 
said rod is integrally formed with said closure cap. 

18. (previously presented) An applicator according to 
claim 17, wherein said rod and said closure cap are comprised of 
molded plastic material. 

19. (previously presented) An applicator according to claim 
1, wherein said bristles extend from said housing to an end 
having a first width measured parallel to said long axis, and 
said rod has a second width at said end portion measured 
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parallel to said long axis, said first width being greater than 
said second width. 

20. (original) A device for applying a substance to nails, 
said device comprising a receptacle containing the substance to 
be applied, and an applicator as defined in claim 1. 

21. (previously presented) The applicator of claim 1, 
wherein said rod includes only one groove. 

22. (previously presented) The applicator of claim 1, 
wherein said rod has only two grooves, a first side and a second 
side opposite said first side, one of said only two grooves 
being formed in said first side, and another of said only two 
grooves being formed in said second side. 

23. (previously presented) The applicator of claim 22, 
wherein said only two grooves have substantially the same shape. 

24. (cancelled) 

25. (currently amended) An applicator according to claim 1, 
wherein for applying a oubotancc to nailo, — comprioing : 

a — red — having — an — efid — portion — including — a — houoing — and — aft 
opening — fc-e — said — houoing — formed — therein, — oaid — houaing — a-ftd — oaid 
opening having an elongated tranovcroc crooo section with a long 
axio , — oaid rod — including — a wall — around — oaid houoing — that varico 
in thickncoo — in tranovcroc — crooo ocction, — oaid rod having formed 
therein — only — ene — groove — — only — fewe — groovco — oituatcd — oppooitc 
each other, — oaid tranovcroc crooo ocction at — oaid end portion of 
oaid rod having a convex outer contour except at — the location of 
oaid — only — ene — groove — eae — oaid — only — fewe — groovco , said only one 
groove or said only two grooves extend ing along a major fraction 
of the length of said rod up to a distal end of said rod — and 
being oituatcd oubotant ially mid way along oaid long axio; — and 



Application No.: 10/682,126 



Docket No.: LOREAL 3.0-062 



briotloo fixed in oaid housing and having a portion 

proj eating therefrom . 

26. (new) An applicator according to claim 1, wherein 
said transverse cross-section at said end portion of said rod 
has a convex outer contour except at the location of said only- 
one groove or said only two grooves, said convex outer contour 
having a first radius of curvature and said only one groove or 
said only two grooves having a second radius of curvature 
greater than said first radius of curvature. 

27. (new) An applicator according to claim 1, wherein said 
transverse cross-section at said end portion of said rod has a 
convex outer contour except at the location of said only one 
groove or said only two grooves, said convex outer contour 
having a first radius of curvature and said only one groove or 
said only two grooves having a second radius of curvature less 
than said first radius of curvature. 

28. (new) An applicator according to claim 1, wherein at 
least one of said grooves has a triangular profile in said 
transverse cross - section . 

29. (new) An applicator for applying a substance to 
nails , comprising : 

a rod having an end portion including a housing and an 
opening to said housing formed therein, said housing and said 
opening having an elongated transverse cross -section with a long 
axis, said rod including a wall around said housing that varies 
in thickness in said transverse cross-section, said rod having 
formed therein only two grooves situated opposite each other, 
said only two grooves being situated substantially mid-way along 
said long axis and having different shapes, said transverse 
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cross-section at said end portion of said rod having a convex 
outer contour except at the location of said only two grooves; 
and 

bristles fixed in said housing and having a portion 
proj ecting therefrom. 

30. (new) An applicator for applying a substance to 
nails, comprising: 

a rod having an end portion including a housing and an 
opening to said housing formed therein, said housing and said 
opening having an elongated transverse cross-section with a long 
axis, said rod including a wall around said housing that varies 
in thickness in said transverse cross-section, said wall having 
a first thickness at a longitudinal end of said transverse 
cross-section of said housing and a second thickness greater 
than said first thickness mid-way along said transverse cross- 
section of said housing, said rod having formed therein only one 
groove or only two grooves situated opposite each other, said 
transverse cross-section at said end portion of said rod having 
a convex outer contour except at the location of said only one 
groove or said only two grooves, said only one groove or said 
only two grooves extending along at least a portion of said rod 
and being situated substantially mid-way along said long axis; 
and 

bristles fixed in said housing and having a portion 
projecting therefrom. 
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